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Tuesday 16 August 2022   
 

Tory voters back Truss over Sunak to fix the issue of social care – but 
many Conservative voters doubt either will achieve it 

• Nearly twice as many Conservative voters say they trust Liz Truss to fix the issue of social 
care compared to Rishi Sunak 

• But over a third doubt either candidate can finally end the decades-long wait for reform 

Fresh polling from retirement specialist Just Group finds that Conservative voters in the 2019 election 
are backing Liz Truss as the leadership candidate most likely to uphold the government’s promise to fix 
social care. 

When asked which of the two leadership candidates they trust most to the fix the issue of social care in 
the UK, four in 10 (40%) Tory voters picked Truss with under a quarter (23%) opting for Rishi Sunak. 

There was a strikingly high proportion – over a third (37%) – of Tory voters who think neither candidate 
will uphold the government’s promise to fix the issue once and for all – fifteen percentage points higher 
than those backing Sunak and just shy of the support enjoyed by Truss. 

 

The findings indicate a deeply divided Conservative voter base despite the hard-won settlement on 
social care tabled by Boris Johnson’s government – including both Truss and Sunak – less than a year 
ago. 

Stephen Lowe, group communications director at retirement specialist Just Group, said: “The reforms 
proposed under a year ago by Boris Johnson, and agreed by his government, finally broke decades of 
deadlock and delay around the issue of social care.  

“They outlined a sensible, workable solution that would allow families to plan their later-life care, look 
after their loved ones and put in place the necessary financial arrangements. At last, there was light at 
the end of the tunnel. 

“That over a third of the Party’s own voter-base do not believe either candidate can achieve the long-
awaited and much-needed reform in the social care system is discouraging, but understandable given 
many may be feeling a strong sense of having seen it all before.  

“People need to feel confident in the system to plan and the new Prime Minister must not break public 
trust further with a change of tack. We urge the leadership contest winner to commit to honouring the 
promises on social care they made while in government less than a year ago.”  
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Which of the two candidates for leader of the Conservative party 
do you trust most to fix the issue of social care in the UK?
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Notes to Editors: 

About the research  

1: Just Group, Polling conducted by Opinium between 29th July and 2nd August 2022 with a nationally 
representative sample of 2,000 – of which 689 said that they voted Conservative in the 2019 General 
Election. 

About Just  

Just (Just Group plc) is a FTSE-listed specialist UK financial services company.   

A leader in the individual retirement income, care and defined benefit de-risking markets, Just has been 
trusted to manage around £25 billion of customers’ retirement savings and has helped customers 
release more than £6 billion from their properties.  

Just provides the following wide range of products, advice and professional services to individual 
customers, financial intermediaries, corporate clients and pension scheme trustees: 

Marketed Products 

• De-risking solutions for pension scheme trustees who want to remove the financial uncertainty 
of operating defined benefit pension schemes; 

• Individually underwritten retirement income products delivering a guaranteed income for life; 

• Long term care plans that provide those people moving into residential care with peace of mind 
by knowing a regular payment will be made to the care provider for the rest of their life;  

• Lifetime mortgages for people who want to safely release some of the value from their home. 

Professional services 

• Regulated financial advice and guidance services for individuals wanting help in using their 
pension savings and/or releasing some of the value from their home; and 

• A range of business services tailored for our corporate clients, ranging from consultancy and 
software development to fully outsourced customer service delivery and marketing services. 

The companies within Just Group are authorised and regulated in the United Kingdom by the Financial 
Conduct Authority and / or the Prudential Regulation Authority. 

 


